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Major project in Switzerland 
 
FILTRATEC remediates an industrial sedimentation se ttling pond in 
Wallis, Switzerland 
 
 

This sedimentation pond 
at a chemical site in Wallis 
was used for decades for 
diverse waste water from 
the chemical plant and 
needed remediation. 
Buchen AG from Basel 
was commissioned to 
carry out the project. 
 
FILTRATEC was commis-
sioned with withdrawing, 
treating and dewatering 
the sludge. 
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In January 2009 three mobile filter 
presses and accessory equipment 
were installed. A fourth filter press 
was added later. The transportation 
of all this equipment required 13 
articulated lorry transports and the 
installation alone lasted a week. 
 
The industrial pond had a surface 
area of 30,000m² and the average 
sludge depth was estimated to be 
more than 1 metre. 
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The sludge was sucked up from 
under the top water phase using 
SAUGULATOR®, our cutting head 
suction excavator, and then 
pumped through a floating pipe-
line to the treatment plant. There 
larger objects (stones, branches, 
plants etc.) were separated out 
and the required filtration chemi-
cals added. The sludge was then 
dewatered using the membrane 
chamber filter presses. 
 

 

 

The semisolid filter cake 
was then loaded into 
railway transport con-
tainers and taken away 
for disposal by Buchen 
AG, Basel. 
 
About 22,000 tonnes of 
filter cake with an aver-
age of 59 % dry content 
were produced and pro-
cessed. 

 

 

 
 
In stage two of the project, the re-
maining sludge was consolidated using 
a grader, then diluted and pumped to 
the treatment plant for processing. 
 
The entire project was successfully 
completed within six months.  
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Project participants  

Contractor: 
CIMO, Compagnie Industrielle de Monthey SA 
Project management: 
BMG Engineering AG 

 Project execution: 
 Buchen AG (disposal and logistics) 
 FILTRATEC GmbH (sludge treatment) 
 Rithner SA (construction work) 
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